
1 
 

 
Greetings and Happy New Year! 

 
Preparations are underway for our upcoming NATS Mid-Atlantic Region Conference and Student Auditions 
March 17-18, 2017 at UNC-Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. My profound thanks go to hosts Dr. Jeanne Fischer 
and Dr. Louise Toppin for UNC’s hospitality and huge efforts on our collective behalf. 
 
Our 2017 NATS Mid-Atlantic Regionals event is a committed two-day event. Please make every effort to 
participate actively, especially if you are sponsoring singers. I’d like to share a couple of inspiring comments by 
NATS members who recently posted on the NATS Facebook Page: 
 
From Cynthia Vaughn re explaining NATS Student Auditions: 
 

“A colleague said the San Francisco Bay Area NATS Chapter calls it a "Singing Festival." That is 
brilliant because that's what it is. Similar to "Solo & Ensemble Festival," students perform, cheer on 
their friends, listen to other performers, and receive written feedback (based on a nationally standardized 
rubric) from at least three qualified voice professionals. Some singers may advance to semi-finals or final 
rounds or a public finalists’ concert. At the end, winners and their teachers receive recognition in a public 
awards ceremony. Festival also implies "festive", which it certainly is!” 

 
And from Alan Held, Wichita State University, via Randall Black’s Facebook Page: 
 

“Alan Held wrote a post that so eloquently captured my feelings regarding the NATS Student 
Auditions. He wrote: 
 
‘Whether my students placed or not, I am proud of their dedication and all that they learned over these 
few days. Life (and living as a singer) is a series of learning experiences--and that goes for teachers as well-
-we are always learning from our students--we must always be open to that. I am so thankful for my 
students (present and past), my colleagues (present and past), my teachers, and a profession that allows me 
to continue to grow as an artist, a mentor, and a person. ‘” 
 

Here is important information for you to note as you plan to attend our upcoming event. 
 
**The deadline for re-registering your qualifying singers is midnight, Friday, March 3, 2017. This is only 
one week after Auditions events in VA and MD/DC; two weeks after Auditions events in NC and SC. 
Repertoire changes ARE allowed between District and Regional events. Everyone sponsoring singers for 
Regionals MUST re-register their singers online and pay a $30.00 Teacher Registration Fee (online payment 
link is under construction – coming soon). You may register your qualifying singers by visiting 
www.midatlanticnats.org Select Audition Information, then AuditionWare, which will take you directly to 
www.natsauditions.com. Enter your email address, then, if it is your first time logging on to this site, select 
Forgot Password? in order to be assigned a temporary password which may take up to 24 hours. Once you’ve 
received your password, you may proceed with registering your students. All members sponsoring singers must 
be current, active members whose 2017-2018 dues have been paid at both National and District levels. 
 
**A list of area pianists as of December 30, 2016 is attached to this letter. This list will continue to grow. 
**A list of area hotels is attached to this letter. No ‘blocks’ of held rooms are available. 
**A tentative schedule for our two-day event is attached to this letter. 
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Please note: Auditions for Categories 5-12 (Lower and Upper College) will be 
heard on Friday, March 17. Auditions for Categories 1-4 (Lower and Upper High 
School), Categories 13-14 (Lower and Upper Advanced College) and the Hall 
Johnson Spiritual Category (Undergraduates aged 17-23 -- Non-advancing in 2017) 
will be heard on Saturday, March 18, 2017. A Sing-off round will be heard both 
days for singers who place in any subcategory, i.e., 5A, 5B, to determine the top 
five ranked singers from Category 5 who will advance to the NSA. 

 
Clinician Mark Moliterno joins us for a YogaVoice presentation and demonstration on Friday, March 17 from 
2.30-5.30 pm. Moliterno also offers a Yoga class Saturday morning from 7.30-8.30 am for interested Early Birds. 
 
Clinician Dr. Louise Toppin presents a lecture on the Life and Spirituals of Hall Johnson on Saturday during 
final Tally Time. Dr. Toppin’s long and close association with the Hall Johnson family and his oeuvre will 
enlighten all of us as we prepare our singers in this repertoire. 
 
UNC-CH will host our annual banquet on campus Friday, March 18. Reservation details will follow. Please join 
us for this lively annual event; our clinicians Mark Moliterno and Dr. Louise Toppin will join us as our guests. 
 
Let me remind all of us that the NATS Mid-Atlantic Regional Student Auditions is an integral part of the 
National Student Auditions. The top five singers in each category of our Regional Auditions will advance to the 
YouTube round of the National Student Auditions (NSA). The semi-final and final rounds of the NSA will 
occur during the 2017 NATS Summer Workshop at University of Colorado-Boulder on Thursday and Friday, 
July 20-21, 2017. 
 
Congratulations to SC and NC, who have successfully completed their Fall Conference and MT/CCM Student 
Auditions. Best wishes to SC, NC, MD/DC and VA as you hold your spring district/chapter auditions events in 
February. Please note that the deadline for submitting all your data for qualifying NSA singers is due in 
my electronic mailbox no later than midnight, Saturday, March 24 so I may honor National’s March 30th 
deadline. This is a fast turnaround for our Region – please be prepared to devote time to this important task. 
More information and guidance will be posted on the www.midatlanticnats.org site in the coming weeks. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Barbara A. Peters 
 
Visiting Faculty: University of North Carolina School of the Arts petersb@uncsa.edu 
Adjunct Faculty: High Point University bpeters0@highpoint.edu 
Certified McClosky Voice Therapist, McClosky Institute of Voice www.mcclosky.org 
Regional Governor: NATS Mid-Atlantic Region www.midatlanticnats.org 
Executive Board: NC Chapter of NATS www.ncnats.org 
M.M. Vocal Performance UNC-Greensboro, NC www.uncg.edu 
License de Concert Chant, L'École Normale de Musique, Paris, France www.ecolenormalecortot.com 
B.M. Applied Voice, Boston Conservatory at Berklee www.bostonconservatory.edu 
H: 6103 Buckhorn Road, Greensboro, NC 27410  336 202 1816 (Mobile) bapeters@mindspring.com 
 


