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National Association of Teachers of Singing 

Founded and incorporated in 1944 
The Mid-Atlantic Region 

 

Minutes of the NATS Mid-Atlantic Region Board Meeting 
March 21, 2019 Center for the Arts Towson University, Towson, MD 

 
Attendees: 
Karen Brunssen, (KB) NATS President 
Barbara Ann Peters (BAP) MAR NATS Governor 
Elizabeth Byrum Linnartz, (EBL) MAR NATS Treasurer 
Jennifer Bryant Pederson (JBP), MAR Webmaster and Social Media 
Catherine Porter-Borden (CPB) MD/DC NATS District Governor 
Deborah Thurlow (DT) MD/DC NATS Chapter Treasurer 
Linda Haslach Allison (LHA) MD/DC Chapter President 
DeMar Austin Neal IV (DAN) NC NATS District Governor 
Jennifer Seiger (JS) NC NATS Chapter President 
Jill Terhaar Lewis (JTL) SC NATS District Governor, Regional Governor-Elect 
Amanda Castellone (AC) SC NATS Chapter Vice President and Auditions Chair 
Mark Greenawalt (MG) VA NATS District Governor 
Byron Jones (BJ) VA NATS Chapter President 
Brian Nedvin (BN) VA NATS Chapter President, Emeritus  
Nancy MacArthur Smith (NMS) VA NATS Chapter Secretary (recording minutes) 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:29 pm by Barbara Peters 

 
Minutes from Meeting held on Friday, March 15, 2018 at Liberty University in Lynchburg, 
VA summarized by JTL 

• Discussion about the difficulty of communicating with the membership. Only District 
Governors and Presidents have access to member emails, and emails can be sent 
through AuditionWare only if the member has registered for the conference.  Bulk 
emails from AuditionWare should be blind copied, as they are when downloaded from 
the NATS portal.  AuditionWare should let us attach judge schedules. KB said she will 
bring up these issues with National. AC moved to approve the minutes and BJ 
seconded.  
 

Treasurer’s Report Elizabeth Byrum Linnartz 

• Current balance is $11,527.2, which is less than last year.  
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• 2018 expenses were $13,799; they are estimated at $18,996 this year. 2018 income was 
$17,043; it is estimated at $20,792 this year.  Expenses have risen in part because the 
venue had to be rented, unlike in years past. The venue, staff, and board parking are 
estimated at $3,745. This is the first year of the $20 per student registration charge. The 
Teacher/Substitute/Student fees total $14,522.  National allocates $10 per member and 
there are 598 members; total National contribution is $5,980.  $290 in donations via 
Squarespace. 

• 13 checks haven’t been cashed, including a Stoudenmire award for $100. Last summer 
a check from 2015 was cashed by Wells Fargo. VA NATS prints “Void if not cashed 
within 90 days” on the checks, and SunTrust honors that policy.  KB says National 
pays awards electronically. 

• Teacher fees are $30 for attending teacher and $50 for substitute judges.  KB says they 
are $100 in Chicago.  Consider raising teacher fees? 

• Clinicians this year are volunteers, which represents a big savings over last year, when 
clinician costs totaled $2,538.  

• The estimated NATSAA expenses are $2,500 for four days.  Last year, one judge from 
each district adjudicated, but this year, BAP suggests using local judges in order to save 
money on hotels.  LHA says institution costs may be lower because MD/DC has a 
MOA with American University, but that there will be fees for piano tuning. EBL 
suggests that the chapter dues that are no longer collected by the region could be 
dedicated to NATSAA expenses. BN suggests tallying the costs and splitting the total 
four ways between all four MAR Districts. 

• JTL motioned to accept the report, JS seconded, motion passed.  
 

o Action Item: Order checks with “Void if not cashed within 90 days” for the 
region, if Wells Fargo honors this stipulation. 

o Action Item: JTL will find local judges for NATSAA.  
o Action Item: JTL and EBL will decide how the chapters divide up the cost of 

funding the NATSAA budget. 
 

Webmaster and Social Media Report Jennifer Bryant Pedersen 

• A “Donate Now” button is available on the MAR website. 97% of the money donated 
goes directly into the NATS MAR bank account, with 3% retained by Squarespace.  
JBP uses Weebly for NC’s web site at a cost of $368 per year, which is $150 more per 
year than Squarespace. 
 

• The MAR and the NC Chapter jointly purchased a banner for $518.60 that is popular; 
members and students like to take pictures in front of it. These pictures are posted on 
the MAR and NC-NATS websites, respectively. JBP created an Instagram page for the 
MAR this morning; she has not yet made a Twitter page. The Facebook “Member 
Spotlight” hasn’t taken off; people seem reluctant to promote themselves.  
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• The Mid-Atlantic Region website has a functional design without pictures. JTL 
recommends a larger font. There is a link on the MAR Home Page to the MAR 
Facebook page. 
 

• JBP uploaded a members-only database to the NC web site; members can use it to look 
for substitute judges. There are two levels of security: executive pages and member 
pages. BJ noted that board member contact information is public on the VA NATS 
web site. KB says that email addresses can be public, but not street addresses; cells with 
private information should be deleted. JS suggests creating a gmail account that 
attaches to the board position that belongs to whomever holds that position at the 
time.  
 

o Action Item: JBP will research different templates for the regional website. 
o Action Item: JBP will create a Twitter account.  
o Action Item: BJ will remove addresses from board member contact information 

on the VA NATS web site.  
o Action Item: JTL will explore the possibility of creating a gmail account 

dedicated to the regional governor post. 
 
Welcome to Karen Brunssen, President of NATS Barbara A. Peters 

• KB introduced herself as “just a girl from Iowa who dropped out of Yale to marry the 
man she was in love with”.  She taught at her husband’s high school and did a lot of 
oratorio and concert work, but she didn’t want to go overseas because she didn’t want 
to be away from family. Now she loves to travel. Tim Brown teaches at Clare College 
Cambridge and he brings her over to do masterclasses. She’s an ACDA member.  Her 
presentations on the development of the voice from birth through old age led to a 
book: The Evolving Singing Voice. Now Karen is an associate professor at Northwestern 
University and the Co-Chair of Music Performance. She’s proud of the things that are 
happening in NATS.  There is still the old guard who believes that NATS should focus 
on classical repertoire only, but Karen believes there is room for NATS to do more. 
Recently, she taught in China, where she experienced pentatonic scales, straight tone 
singing, and other cross-cultural musical practices. Marvin Keenze the international 
coordinator to help start associations for voice teachers.  Karen started an international 
initiative committee. This summer she’s leading a tour that will start in start in Berlin 
with seven German pedagogues with different disciplines. Karen described the NATS 
International Ambassador Program and wants to encourage any NATS member who 
travels overseas to see themselves as ambassadors for NATS and contribute to the 
program. She encourages mentoring discussion groups, which were inaugurated at the 
Last Vegas Conference last summer. She is working to set up one-on-one relationships 
using the web. Connectivity is one of the biggest blessings of NATS. The Advocacy 
Committee supports education, diversity, and inclusion. Lorraine Sims is its Chair; JTL, 
also on the committee, says they are trying to come up with ways to get people to 
venture out into less standard repertoire (i.e., The Year of Women Composers) and 
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have a searchable database. In honor of NATS’ 75 Birthday, NATS will launch a major 
fundraiser to support some of these initiatives.  NATS is 7200 members strong. All 
members will get a letter requesting contributions: legacy giving, honoring someone, 
etc.  They can be legacy gifts or designated to honor someone in the form of legacy 
giving, honoring someone, Kathryn Proctor Duax has put forward a $20K matching 
grant. The Advancement Committee is coming together to talk about the current 
programs and where best to allocate dollars.   Karen Brunssen 

 
New Business 

• Verbal Region Report Barbara A. Peters 
The Mid-Atlantic Region is third in size after Texoma and CalWest.  There are  
635 active members with 85 lapsed, which is 30 less than last year.  There are 
472 student registrations from 136 member teachers. 86 teachers are judging on Friday 
and 39 teachers are judging on Saturday. Last year there were 588 in centrally-located 
VA.  There was a problem with AuditionWare; it was possible for VA and MD to 
register for regionals before qualifying at District Audition events.  VA and MD and 
had very short turnaround times between their events and regionals. Judges who didn’t 
stay for the honors recital at those events didn’t get their results in time to register their 
students because they were waiting for them to come in the mail. There should be a 
minimum of two weeks between events. DT says MD/DC scans their comment sheets 
and can deliver them electronically. There were problems with collaborative pianists. 
Teachers sometimes select pianists from the drop-down list who haven’t agreed to play 
for their students. Pianists are now setting their own fees. They can play for 13 
adjudications per day. Next year, consider allowing pianists 10 adjudications per day. 
JTL recommends finding a way to email the pianist when a member selects them. 
 

• Verbal District Reports 
o MD/DC: Linda Allison: 117 members, 40 participating. 11 members on the 

board, down from 13.  Difficult to find replacements for people who are 
stepping down (like CPB).  Board can meet online (Zoom). Studio classes are 
held in small venues and draw 6 or 7 teachers with their students. Workshops:  
Nancy Craig, at Washington Adventist: “Creating the Modern Voice Studio”, 
which was well attended.  This spring partnering with Vocal Arts DC with Iestyn 
Davies. MOA with American University to partner for NATS events. NATSAA 
will be held there in Oct. MD/DC gets to use the facility for minimal cost for 
piano tuning, etc. Events are free and open to the public. 
 

o Action Item: Make the web site more user friendly, possibly by 
hiring a webmaster.  

 
o VA: Byron Jones, new VA-NATS President: 5 institutions rotate hosting NATS 

district events. VA was not charged for the venue. Only costs were for catering 
and piano tuning.  4 of the 13 board members are from the hosting universities. 
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Board is made up of 8 collegiate and 5 independent teachers. 2 new board 
members from Norfolk State University, a historically black college.  BN has 
worked hard to bring diversity to the board. The VA-NATS spring event had 
530 registrations and 79 teachers. Snow forced a 2-hr delay on Friday; entire 
schedule was moved 2 hours later. Honors Recital was split into college and high 
school with the students’ repertoire projected on a screen to help judges vote for 
Superlative Award winners. Got rid of banquet; had the membership meeting 
during the morning judges’ meetings. In lieu of a masterclass, Nicholas Pallesen 
did a 90-minute seminar on mental preparation and Judith Cline offered an 
Alexander Technique workshop. VA-NATS’ website had 1,800 views in March. 
Sarah Hamilton, the new Tech Advisor, will be making revisions to streamline 
the website. Over $500 in uncashed checks. 2020 spring conference will be at 
Old Dominion University on 2/14 and 15. New Membership Secretary Melissa 
Chavez set up a separate table at the registration area with nametags on lanyards, 
a suggestion box. Members wrote their own addresses on their comment sheet 
envelopes. Continuing new member outreach. Liberty University is willing to 
host MAR in 2022. The VA-NATS Board will meet in Richmond in September. 
 

o Action Item:  Add a “Donate Now” button to the VA-NATS website. 
 

o NC: Jennifer Seiger: 163 active members, a seven-member board. Sally Thomas 
leaving the Treasurer position but remaining on the board. Two two-day events 
annually: a fall event at centrally located Meredith College and a spring event at 
UNC Greensboro and UNSCA in alternate years. This year there were 340 
registrations for the fall music theater event and 330 at the spring classical event. 
CCM categories have been added to the fall event. Missy Wise, NATS 2016 
National Music Theater Award winner, was the fall clinician. Andrea Moore 
Healy gave a masterclass on performing the music of living composers at the 
spring event. As District Governor tasked with membership development, De 
Mar Neal has worked to get more collaborative pianists to join. Susan Young 
will liaise between board and pianists. Arlene Shrut has joined NATS and NC-
NATS and has the board is considering doing a program more focused on the 
point of view of the pianists—possibly titled “A View from the Bench.” In good 
shape financially. Money market account, regular checking for event expenses 
and an account for the Geraldine Cate award. Chapter fee, teacher conference 
fee, and student registration fees are all $25, which is easy to remember. Small 
increase helped keep them in the black. Awards are $40 for 1st place, $35 for 2nd, 
$30 for 3rd.  

 
o Action Item: Send JTL Sue Klausmeyer’s address. 

 
o SC: Amanda Castellone: New slate of officers effective July 1: new District 

Governor, new VP. There are 9 board members, all women. 192 active 
members.  JTL reached out to many lapsed members. Students receive $20 for 
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qualifying for regionals. Awards increased from $2600 last year to $6000 this year 
because this year money was awarded to everyone who qualified for regionals vs. 
everyone who attended. Two events: Music Theater and Classical. Music Theater 
at Converse College had 204 students and 36 teachers. Classical at Bob Jones 
University had 209 students and 52 teachers. A total of 153 singers qualified.  
Had a NATS birthday party with a big cake. There are workshops every three 
semesters; each presenter is paid $100. Dr. Susan Loud presented on Functional 
Voice and Dr. Ann Rhodes did Alexander Technique. This year money was 
saved by having masterclasses taught by SC-NATS member teachers. Free 
outreach events at smaller colleges, high schools, churches, etc., reach those who 
don’t normally attend the big conferences. Members offer clinics and 
masterclasses open to any type of singer. Website has tax deductible memorial 
donation button. Sub judge issues: in the fall, fewer teachers want to come; they 
don’t secure subs.  A mentorship program is in progress.  

 
o Action Item: Find a way to discipline teachers who repeatedly send subs 

instead of attending the conferences themselves.  
 

• Sub-Committee for future Regional Operations Report Seiger/Nedvin/Castellone 
How to be more proactive as the number of participants increases and venues no 
longer can accommodate NATS MAR events? Limit the number of qualifiers or 
[something about judges]? How to identify institutions to host Regionals? JS looked at 
numbers in AuditionWare.  The requirement to have two 90-or-above scores to 
advance has made very little impact. Fewer than 20 cases in which the point spread was 
more than 6.  That policy may not be necessary. 288 qualified in VA, JS had 212. In 
VA, 6.25 percent had below a 90 and qualified. KB:  we are collecting data now but had 
never thought of the score spread before.  
 

o Action Item: Decide whether or not to continue the 2/90 scores policy. 
 

• Future Region events Mid-Atlantic Region Board  
NATS NSA: Mid-Atlantic Region event is typically held during the 3rd weekend in 
March.  Universities often schedule MAR Regionals during their spring breaks in order 
to free up their facilities to host the large numbers of NATS students and teachers who 
participate.  
 

o 2021: NC hosts; March 19-20, venue TBA 
o 2022: VA hosts; Liberty University, March 18-19, 2022 
o 2022 NATSAA host, Preliminary Round, fall 2021: NC 

 

• Upcoming events and deadlines: 
o District written/current reports due to Regional Governor by Monday, April 22, 

2019 
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o NSA Online Screening deadline: April 12, 2019 (by invitation, only) 
o NSA: June 27-28, 2019, St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN 
o District Officer slates due to Regional Governor by June 30, or earlier 
o 2020 NATSAA Competition:  Application deadline:  September 9, 2019 
o Mid-Atlantic Region NATSAA Preliminary round: American University, DC 

▪ October 10-12, 2019 
o National Semifinals and Finals: January 10-12, 2020 NYC 
o 2020 National Music Theater Competition:  Application deadline: September 15, 

2019 
o Semi-Final and Final rounds: January 10-12, 2020, NYC 
o NATS NSA: Mid-Atlantic Region:  March 13-14, 2020 USC, Columbia, SC 
o 2020 National Conference will be in Knoxville. 
o 2022 NATSAA host, Preliminary Round, fall 2021: NC 
o NATSAA Preliminary Rounds: fall 2023, fall 2025 and forward: District hosting 

rotation under discussion to create a two-year rotation separate from the MAR 
NATS NSA one-year rotation, assuring each district opportunity to host. 

KB: the NSA in Las Vegas offered seven workshops, six for students, one for parents. NATS 
President-Elect Carole Blankenship has great ideas for them.  NATS student memberships are 
available. 
 
Adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy MacArthur Smith 


