
March 10, 2020 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
The Board of the Mid-Atlantic Region met via an online video conference to discuss our plans 
for the MAR Conference with regard to the impact of COVID-19 (coronavirus).  After much 
discussion and careful consideration, the board voted to move our auditions to a video audition 
format through AuditionWare.  This is the same system and format used for the next step of 
the NSA at the national level, too, so it has been utilized with success.   
 
We understand that this decision has consequences and costs for people and businesses. We 
also understand that this decision may make participation more difficult for some members, 
but we have already seen that the same was true with the live auditions.  Members and 
students were already cancelling due to quarantine or concerns of fragile health.  We feel this is 
the best way to proceed with the auditions and opportunities afforded from it, while still 
protecting the vulnerable among us and our communities by acting ethically and responsibly.  
An event of this size could become a significant point of the spread of this virus. If even one 
person came to the live event having this virus, everyone who had been in contact with this 
person would need to be quarantined for two weeks.   
 
So now we need to determine how to proceed.  The competition will need to be delayed to 
allow for the changes.  I will be working with Brad Mills, the AuditionWare creator, to create a 
timeline and the procedures for the video auditions. There will be time to create the videos, 
and the applications will be re-opened to allow you to link your videos to your repertoire 
selections.  We will keep the basic structure of the competition, but move the evaluations to 
online forms. After the new deadline, teachers will need to judge the categories. The specifics 
of this will be worked out and sent on as quickly as possible. Here is a link to the procedures for 
video applications for the next level of competition to give you an idea of what is expected.  
https://www.nats.org/NSA_-_You_Tube_Round_Video_Submissions.html 
 
Since we will not be meeting Friday and Saturday for this event, perhaps some of you could 
meet locally to film your videos then. Some people are less experienced with technology. 
Please reach out to other members in your area to help each other with this new process.  
Please also contact your chapter officers for help, too. 
 
To reiterate, more details about the technological side will be coming soon.  We are sending 
out this letter today so that groups can cancel hotels and other reservations within the requisite 
48-hours’ notice.  I will be in touch soon with details about the timeline and procedures moving 
forward.  Thank you for your patience.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jill Terhaar Lewis, Governor 
 


